Hard determinism:

Hard determinists maintain that everything in the universe, including all human actions and choices, has a cause which precedes it; and that this is the same as saying that once the cause has occurred the thing itself (the effect) will occur. This argument, known as the theory of universal causation, carries with it the further proposition that all events are in principal predictable. 
The Case for Hard Determinism

 

Causation: two things to note:

 

1. Causes occur prior to effects.

 

2. Once the cause has happened the effect has to happen as well. (i.e. causes are sufficient conditions for bringing about their effects).

 

Let us say that event e is determined by the past if it had to happen given the past events.

 

Argument for Hard Determinism:

 

1. All events have causes.

2. Our actions are events.

3. All caused events are determined by the past.

Therefore:

4. Our actions are determined by the past.

5. If our actions are determined by the past, then we have no power to act other than we do indeed act.

6. If we have no power to act other than we in fact do act, then we have no free will.

7. We have no free will.

	Can you think of any examples of events which have been caused by previous events and therefore determined by the past?







