NAME:________________________________________

FORM:________________



By the end of this topic you will need to know about the following:

* Different problems facing the environment,

* Christian responses to the environment

* Philosophical responses including deep ecology, eco-holism, Gaia hypothesis

* The view of Peter Singer

* Arguments about whether the environment deserves rights

* The application of Utilitarianism, Kant, Natural Law and Virtue Ethics to issues about the environment.

Time Allowed: 4 lessons plus 2 homeworks.

I suggest that you ensure that you do the following tasks as below:

Lesson 1 – tasks 1,2,4

Lesson 2 – tasks 5,6

Lesson 3 –tasks 8,9,10,11,12,13

Lesson 4 – task 14

Tasks 3 and 7 are homework

Extension Tasks – background research using Environmental Ethics, Ethical Studies, or Ethics and Religion.
Dictionary

During the course of this booklet, complete the following table with the meanings of these key words. (You may decide to complete this before beginning the work)

	Key Idea
	Meaning

	Androcentric


	

	Anthropocentric
	

	Biocentric
	

	Conservation Ethics
	

	Deep Ecology
	

	Dominion
	

	Eco-holism
	

	Environment
	

	Extrinsic
	

	Gaia Hypothesis
	

	Geocentric
	

	Holistic
	

	Instrumental value
	

	Intrinsic
	

	Preference Utilitarianism
	

	Stewardship
	

	Theocentric
	


Environmental ethics – an introduction

Qn: What is it?

The term covers a number of areas. It includes preservation of endangered species, conserving natural habitats, the effects of deforestation and the effects of pollution, It is concerned with human attitudes towards and our impact upon the biological world. It considers whether it enhances or diminishes the well-being and diversity of other life on earth.

Qn: What ethical issues does this raise?

· Does the environment have value in itself?

· How far does a ‘right’ to life extend?

· Is the world here for human benefit?

· Are environmental problems a result of God’s punishment?

Problems facing the environment

Task 1 – List here as many environment problems as you can. 

Some have argued that there is no environment crisis because the earth experiences constant change. Some changes we see as problems e.g. global warming – but these were beneficial for the development of life on earth. Extinctions are also a natural process.

Task 2 – Do you think the environment is in crisis? Why?

Homework:

Task 3 – Research an environmental problem of your choice. Complete the following: 

Problem (give details):

Statistics:

Likely consequence in future of that problem:

Possible solutions (if any)

How might a Utilitarian respond to this issue?

A Situation

Lomburg (2001) suggests that the situation in the world is getting better, but isn’t yet good. He argues that fewer people we are not running out of natural resources, that fewer people are starving, and poverty has been reduced more in the past 50 years than in the preceding 500 years. The situation is therefore more complex than we think. His case is that development protects us from the environment and helps us to counter extremes of weather and failures in crops. He argues that an environmental ethic that constrains development might make the situation worse.             (Source: Ethical Studies) 

Task 4

Consider the following instructions and answer the questions:

“Kakadu National Park in Australia’s Northern Territory contains rugged woodlands, swamps and waterways supporting s rich variety of life; it contains species found nowhere else, including some, such as the Hooded Parrot and the Pig-nosed turtle, which are endangered. Kakadu affords aesthetic enjoyment and recreational and research opportunities. Many think it is a place of immense beauty and ecological significance. It is of spiritual significance to the Jawoyn aboriginals. Kakadu is also rich in gold, platinum, palladium and uranium, which some think should be mined. If this happens, environmentalists claim, aesthetic, research opportunities will be reduced, the beauty of the park will be lessened, species will disappear, ecological richness will decrease and the spiritual values of the Jawoyn discounted.

Qn1. Should the mining in this example be allowed?

Qn 2. How might we go about answering these ethical questions?

Qn 3. How might a Kantian respond to this problem?

Qn 4. Do human beings have a greater claim to the planet’s resources than any other life form?

Qn 5. Should humans be forced to accept a simpler lifestyle, to protect and preserve the environment?

Christianity and the environment

Task 5

Read the extract from Ethical Studies pgs 245-8. Use the information to complete the following table. Where you refer to the idea of a scholar, make sure you mention who they are.

	How Christianity could be said to help the environment
	How Christianity could be said to not be helping the environment

	
	


Task 6 – On the whole, do you think that Christianity supports an environmental ethic? Why?

Homework

Deep Ecology

Task 7

Find out what deep ecology has to say about the environment. Possible sources of information include your OCR revision book, A Student’s Guide to A2, Ethical Studies, rsrevision.com, tutor2.net or www.deep-ecology.org. 

Scholars:

Basic idea:

Difference between shallow ecology and deep ecology

Key issues/ problems it raises:

Gaia Hypothesis

Sources of Information used:

The Peter’s Views

Views of Peter Singer and Peter Vardy


Singer argues that only sentient life forms are valuable in themselves – i.e. they are valuable because they are. 

Task 8 Answer the following questions:

a. What life forms do you consider to be sentient and why?

b. What implications does this have for how we treat the environment? 

c. Do you agree with Singer’s view and why?

Environmental ethics and value

Modern environmentalists argue that the environment should be given rights as it has inherent value.

Task 9 – What do you think gives something value?

Why do things have value? 3 approaches to the environment.

1. Many ethical systems say that rights can only be properly given to things which humans can enter into a relationship with. But the environment is a combination of living and non-living things. Most would say that a stone does not have rights or value but a collection of stones making up an ancient rock formation is different and afforded rights so that it is protected. We can enter into a relationship with the rock formation by admiring its history, its aesthetic value or its scarcity. So, for many people the value of something depends upon the way we interact with it. 

2. Conservation Ethics – This offers another idea – things have extrinsic value. In other words something is valuable according to the pleasure or usefulness it provides for humanity. So the environment has value and rights because it is needed for the benefit of humanity.

3. Ecological Holism – this suggests that all things have an intrinsic value. This means that all organisms have a moral standing and therefore have rights.

Task 10 – use the information above to complete the following table.

	View of value
	Absolute/ relative?
	Strength of view
	Weakness of view

	Through relationships
	
	
	

	In relation to value for humans
	
	
	

	Everything has intrinsic value
	
	
	


Environmental Ethics and Rights

If we are to assume that the environment has value, should it be given rights and to what extent?

Aristotle said that there was a hierarchy of living organisms – the better the ability to reason, the higher on the hierarchy it was;

“..after the birth of animals, plants exist for their sake, and the other animals for the sake of man..”






- Aristotle.

This view was also shared by Aquinas who said,

“..all animals are naturally subject to man.”

This suggests that some life forms are more deserving of rights than others.

Task 11 – based on this, should the atmosphere and carbon cycle have rights? Why?

Rights are often given to things in order to preserve them in a state in which they would like to be kept or we would consider to be as close to their natural state as possible. When we pollute the atmosphere, we alter its natural state. When we burn fossil fuels, we alter the balance of the carbon cycle.

Task 12 – Does this constitute a violation of rights? Why?

Task 13 – In your opinion what in the environment, if anything, is deserving of rights and why?

Ethical Theories and the environment

Task 14 – complete the following table. Environmental Ethics by J.Walker is useful if you are stuck, as is www.rsrevision.com.

	Theory
	How should the environment be treated?
	What rights should

It have?
	Reaction to 

Using fossil fuels
	Strength
	Weakness

	Utilitarianism


	For benefit of majority – usually people
	only where it benefits the majority
	* ok if benefit others

* depend on how far judge consequence in future

* it depends approach
	* no absolute rule applies so judge accord to situation

* anthropocentric approach
	* based on prediction

* minor interest e.g. indigenous people suffer

*nature seems to exist for man’s benefit

	Kant


	
	
	
	
	

	Natural

Law


	
	
	
	
	

	Virtue Ethics


	
	
	
	
	


Peter Singer





Takes a preference Utilitarian approach


We can work out the value of the environment by determining the relationship between our human experience and the usefulness of it.


Unspoilt parts of the world shrink, so they acquire a ‘scarcity value’. These should be preserved as World Heritage Sites.


Offers an androcentric view.


But is critical of the Christian view of putting humans a the centre and assuming that the environment is insignificant.


Thinks it is only justifiable to give intrinsic value to sentient life forms.





Peter Vardy





There are 2 forms of human centred environment ethics:


1. Strong androcentric – where humans are at the centre of the universe.


2. Weak androcentric – can only understand the universe from the human point of view.


The latter is argued on the fact that we can only imagine life as a dog but we do not really know what it is like to be a dog. Similarly we can only really know and experience the universe from our human point of view.
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