Christian views

Moral and Religious Concerns
· Questions are asked about whether it is right for humans to alter human genes.

· Some people say it is ‘playing God’ to start changing the human make up.

· Some people argue that it is acceptable to repair genetic damage, but not to make genetic improvements to people.

· Some have suggested it could it lead to the screening of unborn babies for defects and tendency for disease in later life, and those less than perfect, being aborted.
· Could raise the possibility of ‘designer babies’ and the selective breeding of human beings.
· Many Christians concerned that it may make basic and irreversible changes to God’s creation – humans

· Roman Catholics in particular argue that there are borders we cannot cross without destroying creation

· Others argue that creation is ongoing and as we are created in God’s image then we are co - creators along with God and human genetic engineering is human contribution to creation.

· It can be used to make positive changes in the world to help everyone to have good health

· Methodists accept Genetic Engineering as a means of healing diseases, but are concerned about the consequences of wrong people using it.
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Psalm 139

For you created my inmost being you knit me together in my mother's womb.

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Your works are wonderful, I know that full well.

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.

When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.

All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

When does life begin?

Conception?

3rd week when the heart begins to beat?

When the foetus can survive outside the womb?


Christians believe life is a gift from God and therefore sacred. 


The way that Jesus suffered on the cross and did not try to cut 


short that suffering also shows to Christians that it is not down 


to us when life should be ended but it is when God decides.








